56 th BRIGADE

In 2008 the 58 BDE took part in First Aid training, supported tR&¥ ANG, refit their armory an
assisted Orange County Emergency Management Qiffitesir Indian Point FEMA emergency dri
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56 th BRIGADE

Specialist Gary Maynard was named
56" BDE soldier of the year by a
team of senior NCOs including 1SG
Anthony Bertorelli 1/56™ and CSM
Richard Romano. SPC Maynard was
selected for his dedication to the
56™, his outstanding attendance and
continued commo work on various
missions.

1SG Marc Copeletti was selected as
56™ BDE NCO of the year in large
part due to his successful
organization of several
ARES/RACES-56" BDE missions.
As a HAM operator 1SG Copeletti
coordinated operations in which the
56™ BDE closely worked with HAM
volunteers increasing interoperability
of both.
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By SGT Chris Ferraro, 56" BDE, HHD

On 10 January the soldiers of the 5" Civil
Affairs Battalion of the 56" Brigade took on the
mission of aiding the United State Marine Corps

LTC David Warager assists a Marine  from
MALS 49

at Stewart Air Force Base. Fifth Civil Affairs JAG
officers provided a Legal Services Operation
(LSO) to nearly 30 Marines from the Marine
Aviation  Logistics Squadron (MALS) 49
Detachment B, Marine Aircraft Group (MAG) 49.
During the LSO Marines were provided with wills
and Power of attorney legal documents courtesy
of 5" CA personnel many of which are civil,
criminal or corporate attorneys in their civilian
lives.

MALS 49 CO LTC Michael Stoughton was
grateful for NYG assistance.
“We have JAG services but not of this kind on
site. There are zero JAGs assigned [at this
level].” Typically the Marines must rely on the
Navy for any legal services and this occasion
may mark the first of many NYG LSO missions
with the Marines.

“This was a tremendous opportunity.

Something like this would have taken a few
months to make happen [without the NYG]”
Stoughton said.
By accomplishing the LSO in one day with a
large Civil Affairs team provided by the 56" BDE
the Marines of MALS 49 are freed up to continue
training at full strength for their primary mission
of providing refuel services for Marine helos
from their C 130 aircraft.
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While waiting for
their turn at the LSO
MALS 49 Marines
were provided with a
lecture by MAJ Ray
Mechmen, 56" BDE
S3 on Service
Members Civil Relief
Act (SCRA)
regarding their
employment rights.
This information is
vital to the Marines
as nearly half of
MALS 49 is
reservists who could
be deployed at any
time.

New York Guard
Commanding Officer
BG Fergal Foley
visited the LSO and
was impressed with
the capabilities of the
5" Civil  Affairs
Battalion.

“They NYG have an
incredible legal team.
I was at DMNA
headquarters in
2004 and [we] had a
marginal profile. Now
the New York Guard
is a shining light” he
stated. “The New
York Guard is a

unique force
enabler.”
By augmenting

federal forces in this
manner the 56" BDE
is meeting and
exceeding the
mission of the New
York Guard playing
an important role in a
global mission.




By MAJ Joe O'Brien, 5™ CA

SGT Christopher Ferraro recently made major
strides towards completing the requirements for
the Military Emergency Management Specialist
(MEMS) Senior rating by serving in the Orange
County Emergency Management  Office
(OCEMO), just down the road from his home.

As part of the MEMS certification process given
through the State Guard Association of the
United States (SGAUS), SGT Ferraro spent his
free time over the past six months assisting the
OCEMO as a soldier of the New York Guard.
His primary task during this period was to
analyze and update the county’s Emergency
Action Plans (EAPs) for the many dams and
waterways present throughout the county.

“This was a great experience for me and the
New York Guard,” SGT Ferraro said. “l got to
work in a brand new state-of-the-art facility
aiding civil authorities and fulfilling one of our
key missions right in my own backyard.”

“l enjoyed putting my FEMA training to use but
| was continually asked about the New York
Guard and was able to raise people’s

awareness of our mission at the same time.”
While working at the Orange County EOC,
SGT Ferraro received training from Seamus
Leary, the Deputy Commissioner of the Orange
County Department of Emergency Services. ‘I
was very happy with Chris’'s work. He's an
outstanding example of what the New York
Guard has to offer,” Commissioner Leary said.
SGT Ferraro’s MEMS training culminated on
3 December when he was activated to take part
in a FEMA functional exercise that involved a
nuclear-related emergency scenario at Indian
Point. SGT Ferraro manned the National Guard
desk at the EOC and served as an observer
during this day-long exercise. Personnel from
FEMA, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, the
New York Air National Guard, OCEMO,
NYSEMO and nearly a dozen others took part in
managing the simulated emergency.
Commenting on his training and the Indian
Point exercise, SSG Ferraro stated, “My MEMS
training has qualified me to work in a variety of
emergency operations, and the Indian Point
exercise provided
a real world
experience  that
allowed me to use
some of those
skills | learned in
the course of this
training.”

“I was proud to
be able to serve
my county, SO
close to home,
where my family
and friends
reside. | would
imagine that this
is what the

original militia
men must have
felt like.”

ABOVE: Graphic illustrating the FEMA Indian Point E ~ xercise
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COL Mike Hodges, CO 56™ BDE

Greetings to all the
soldiers of the 56" BDE
and happy New Year.
The year 2009 will
represent some major
changes for us and all of
them bode well. Several
State and Federal agencies are asking for
our assistance and once we become more
integrated with them our missions will take
on a new dimension. Of primary concern is
our relationship with the New York Air
National Guard’s 105" Airlift wing at Stewart
air base. These folks were thrill with our
performance at their Operational Readiness
Inspection last year and we are continually
exploring ways in which we can expand our
relationship. Already we have several
doctors, dentists and food service personnel
in place working closely with the 105™ on
their drill weekends. It is my hope that this
sort of mission will grow. We already
operate a small office at Stewart and this
may be expanded as well.

The good people at West Point are
requesting our presence for several
potential missions in the Spring. We may be
asked to perform missions ranging from
aiding security to assisting with cadet
training missions. We hope to hear more on
this in the coming months.

Additionally we are planning to take tours
of the State Emergency Management
Agency Region II Emergency Operation
Center in Poughkeepsie as well as the
Orange County EOC in Goshen. Recently,
SGT Chris Ferraro took part in a FEMA drill
at the Orange County EOC and it is
because of this that the county is asking for
a meeting to discuss our possible
integration into their emergency plans.

All of these missions are exciting real-
world responsibilities that we are ready to
take on. | encourage everyone to attend,
continue your FEMA/MEMS training and
certification and make yourselves ready to
aid your county, state or country whenever
they call.

Dell performs
checkup on

weekend. Such
missions make the
56" BDE
increasingly

agencies alike.

LEFT: CPT Joseph
Airman at Stewart

ANG during drill

valuable to State
and Federal
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CSM Richard Romano

Well 2008 is over
and 2009 is here |
want to thank
everyone who made
the Toys For Tots
drive a success. With
the New Year | am

expecting big things from my NCOs and
soldiers. As we saw in 2008 the skill and
dedication of the soldiers of the 56" has
made us increasingly useful to the state and
federal military. We have taken on missions
with the Air National Guard, the Marines
and the Army and Reserves. Our soldiers
are doing everything from medical to food
services and even helping out local

emergency operations agencies. | could not
be more proud of everything we are doing
and | expect it to continue in the New Year.

| want to congratulate the 5" CA for their
recent LSO with the Marines. You really
showed off our capabilities. The same goes
for all of our soldiers helping to feed the Air
National Guard at Stewart air base. We
have gotten rave reviews on your work.
Keep it up.

I want to remind all NCOs that you need to
check on your soldiers’ cold weather gear
and their general readiness. We have
several cold months ahead of us and any
activation will most likely require outdoor
work in extreme conditions. Be prepared.
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Serve your state and country at home —
No overseas deployment.
Volunteers needed — Ages 17 — 68
You CAN serve!

Contact: CPT Paul Clayton
Recruiting & Retention Officer, 56 " BDE, NYG

recruiter@56nyg.net

* 8 9+ 9

NEWSLETTER TEAM: NCOIC: SGT Chris Ferraro

Editor in Chief: SGT Chris Ferraro Reporter: MAJ Joe O’Brien.
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